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•HOLMPIRTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  .REPORT  OP  THE  Iv'JlDICAL  OFFICER  OP 

THE  YEAR  1943. 


HEALTH  FOR 


Mr.  ChairTian  and  Councillors, 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1943 
I have  complied  with  the  instructions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  in  Circular  10/44  dated  15th  February,  1944. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  general  provisions 
of  health  services  for  the  area.  The  legislation  in  force  in  the 
area  has  remained  the  same. 

There  have  been  no  marked  changes  or  developments 
in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  during  the  year.  For 
details  see  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Renorts.  The  water  supply  was 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  during  the  year. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


. . During  1943  - 177  children  were  immunised  against 

diphtheria,  of  these  132  were  children  under  five  years  of  age, 
and  77  were  children  aged  between  five  and  fifteen  years.  I 
estimate  that  between  80  and  85  per  cent  of  children  in  the 
Holmfirth  district  have  now  been  immunised  against  diphtheria. 
This  prophylactic  treatment  is  offered  by  the  Government  free  of 
charge  to  all  children.  In  order  to  take  advantage  of  it,  all 
the  parents  have  to  do  is  to  take  their  child  to  their  own  doctor 
or  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


APPENDIX  1. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
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extracts  prom 

VITAL  statistics 

POR  THE 

year. 

Birth  rate  per 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total. 

M. 

1,000  population. 

Holmfirth 

266 

137 

128 

15,12 

( 261 

135 

126 

14.89  legitimate 

( 4 

2 

2 

0 , 22  illegit imat  e 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Rate  per  1,000  popln. 

Holmfirth 

11 

3 

8 

0,62 

10 

3 

7 

0,57  legitimate 

( 1 

0 

1 

0.05  illegitimate 

Crude  death  rate 

DEATHS . 

per  1,000  population. 

Holmfirth 

254 

112 

142 

14,49 

Deaths 

1.  Rate  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes : 

Prom  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

Prom  other  ; 

Puerperal 

causes 

0 

0 

Death  rate  of 

Infants 

under  one 

year. 

. 

Total. 

Male.  Pemale. 

Legitimate  Illegitimate 

infanta  infanta 

Legitimate 

8 

4 

4 

per  1,000  per  1,000 

legitimate  illegitimate 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

live  births,  live  births. 

Total  Death 
Rat  e. 


Holmfirth  30,01  30,65  0 

HOLMFIRTH, 

Deaths  from  Measles  l,all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  \i/hhoping  C_ough  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age ) 0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  36 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT, 


HOLME IRTH  AREA, 


To  ttie  Ctiairman.  and  Members 
of  the  Holmfirth  U.D.C. 


Gentlemen, 


I herewith  furnish  statement  of  the  sanitary  work 
done,  coming  under  my  notice  and  supervision  during  1943. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Regulations.  1943 . 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  1943.  198 

Number  of  cowsheds  registered.  84 


These  premises  have  been  inspected  and  generally 
found  good,  one  or  two  have  not  come  up  to  the  standard  of  clean- 
liness and  cautions  have  been  sent  to  the  occupiers. 

Nuisances. 


Number  of  inspections  during  1943.  491 

” reported  during  1943.  27 

” in  hand  at  close  of  1942. 

” needing  abatement.  27 

" abated  during  1943.  27 

outstanding  at  close  of  1943.  - 

" informal  notices  served.  25 

Informal  notices  complied  with.  25 

” statutory  notices  served.  2 

" statutory  notices  complied  with.  2 


Meat  Inspections.  Although  the  bulk  of  the  meat  supply  is 
centrally  dealt  with  at  the  Huddersfield  Corporation  Ab  attoir 
and  transferred  into  this  Area,  a large  number  of  pigs  have  been 
slaughtered  privately  in  this  district  which  have  been  inspected. 

Sewerage  & Drainage  - Development  during  19^^ 3. 

No  specific  development  of  sewers  or  drains  during  1943. 

Closet  Accommodation. 


Number  of  pail  closets  in  district  at  close  of  1943.  56 

" privies  with  covered  middens.  872 

” additional  pail  closets  provided  in  1943. 

” privies  converted  into  water  closets  in/43.  3 

" additional  water  closets  provided  to  new 

property  at  the  end  of  1943.  1899 


I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee,  and  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  EvacuciTion  Committee,  and  all  officials 
of  the  Council  for  their  valuable  assistance. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SAiM  BRAY. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Billeting  Officer. 


Page  3. 


HO LiVi FIRTH  URBAN  DliiTRICT  COUNCIL. 


June,  1944. 

iianitary  Inspector  and  Salvage  Superintendent.  Annual  Report. 


Mr. Chairman  and  Qentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  sanitary 
and  cleansing  sections  of  the  district  during  the  year  1943. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  and  inspections  made  during  the  year 
are  as  follows 


Nuisances  518 

Houses  ^ 67 

Cowsheds  ' 270 

Meat  and  other  foods  277 

\Vorkshops  14 

Factories  35 

Bakehouses  15 

Houses  and  Schools  disinfected  36 

Informal  notices  served  186 

” " complied  with  125 

Statutory  notices  served 


’•  • complied  v\^ith 

Farms  and  Cowsheds. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  cows  and  cowsheds  In 
the  district  and  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination.  One  more  licence  has  been  granted  for  the  production  of 
accredited  milk,  but  there  are  still  no  proper  dairies  provided  for 
some  of  the  small  retail  purveyors  of  milk. 


Meat  Inspections. 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  meat  supply.  The  bulk  of  the 
meat  distributed  is  sent  from  Huddersfield  and  the  inspection  of  pigs 
killed  on  licence  has  been  carried  out  as  notified. 

Public  Cleansing  Bervice. 


The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  cleansing  and  disposal  of 
the  contents  of  ashpits,  privy  middens,  tub  closets  and  dust  bins,  which 
is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  mechanical  transport.  Careful 
supervision  has  been  given  to  this  service  and  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  days,  the  Scavenging  Vehicles  have  been  regularly  employed. 
The  approxiiiate  weight  of  refuse  dealt  with  by  the  Scavenging  Department 
is  as  follows: - 

Refuse  disposed  of  at  Berry  Banks  tip.  . 2543  tons 

” " '*  Hanley  destructor.  1289  '* 

" Syke  Bottom  and 

Foster  Place  tip.  1263  *' 


Revenue  from  the  sales  of  salvaged  materials  from  March  31st, 
to  March  31st,  1944  is  as  follows;- 


1943 


Newsprint  ci . 

Tons.Cwts. 

Qrs. 

s. 

d. 

waste  paper 

147.  18. 

3 

1,008,14. 

8 

Metals 

14.  5. 

3 

38.18. 

1 

Tins 

58.  5. 

0 

80.18. 

1 

Other  laetals 

10. 

1 

18.  0. 

5 

Textiles 

14,  8. 

3 

174,14. 

5 

Bottles 

7.  18. 

1 

4,ie. 

9 

Bones 

8.  18. 

8 

13,18. 

1 

Rubber 

3,  5. 

8 

8.  3. 

9 

243.,  10. 

3 

^1,347.14. 

3 

In  concluding,  may  I tender  ray  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Housing  and  salvage  Coinmitt ees,  and  tc  all  officials 
of  the  Council  for  their  valuable  assistance  which  has  teen  very  much 
appreciated.  I am,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

IRVIN  HAIGH 

sanitary  Inspector  oc  Salvage  Supt. 


Px^EA^LENGE  AIn'D  CONTHOL  OVER  IKEECTIQU8  AND  OTHER  DISEASEd. 


Non-Not if iable  Infectious  Diseases . 

Influenza  was  prevalent  during  the  winter  and  autumn  throughout 
the  districtc  There  were  18  deaths  from  this  disease.  There  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  scabies  prevalent  in  the  district, 
57  adult  women  and  135  children  Virere  treated  at  the  First  Aid  Post 
for  this  complaint  during  the  year. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases , 

-579  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  were  notified  to  me 
dujxing  i943y  compared  with  346  in  1942.  Excluding  cases  notified  under 
the  I'ueasles  and  livhooping  Cou^  Regulations  1939,  there  were  109  cases 
of  .ther  infectious  disease,  compared  with  54  in  1942,  and  82  j.n  1941. 
These  were  comprised  as  follows 

Scarlet  Fever  75 

Pneumonia  23 

Diphtheria  6 

Erysipelas  4 

In  addition,  3 cases  of  disease  v»/ere  notified  to  me  as  diphtheria 
and  later  proved  not  to  be  due  to  B. Diphtheria,  and  also  one  case 
was  notified  as  being  due  to  typhoid  fever  which  later  turned  out  to 
be  a simple  3, Coli, inf ection. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

75  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  67  were 
isolated  in  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  dlseaseo 
These  cases  were  ecattered  throughout  the  district  during  the  whole  of 
the  year,  there  being  45  from  Holmfirth,  19  from  Honley,  10  from  New 
Mill,  and  1 from  Holme. 

Diphtheria. 

9 cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  and 
all  vifere  isolated  in  hospital  and  recovered.  Three  of  these  cases 
v/ere  found  not  to  be  diphtheria.  Of  the  6 cases  of  diphtheria,  one 
was  a child  under  school  age,  one  a child  attending  Honley  G-rammar 
School  and  4 ether  cases  of  adults.  Both  the  twD  children  had  been 
Immunised  against  diphtheria. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 
Measles  136 
Vnhioping  Gough  134 


Pneumonia, 


23  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified  during  the  year,  of  which 
6 diedo 

Puerperal  Pyrexia - 

One  case  cf  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified;  this  v/as  a cii 
mild  case,  treated  at  the  Holme  Valley  Memorial  Hospital, 

Measles. 

156  cases  were  nr.tified  during  the  v/inter  and  spring.  8]  of  these 
were  in  the  old  Holrafirth  district,  28  from  Honley,  26  from  Hew  Mill 
and  one  from  Holme. 

Whooping  Gough . 

134  cases  of  vno:  oping  ccu^  were  notified  during  the  year, 
chiefly  during  uhe  Vv inter  and  Spring.  46  of  these  were  from  the  old 
Holmfirth  district,  71  from  Honley,  and  17  from  Nev;  Mill.  There  was 
one  death  in  an  infant  under  1 year  of  age  from  this  disease. 

Tuberculosis. 

7 fresh  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  7 of  non-pulraonary 
tuberculosis  have  been  notified  during  the  year.  There  have  been  8 
deaths  from  this  disease,  5 from  pulmonary  and  3 from  non --pulmonary 
t u’xerculcsis . 
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Hospital  for  the  treat:nent  of  Infectious  Diseases  - 
The  Colne  & Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Melt ham. 


HOLMPIRTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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appendix  II 

Statistics  provided  bv  the 

ft 

Registrar  General. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
births . 

A. 

No.  of 
Births. 

vital. 

Birth 

Rate  per 
1,000 

statistics. 

No, of  Crude 

Deaths,  Death  Rate 

ner  1.000 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

1939 

209 

11.09 

259 

13,70 

9 

43.06 

1940 

227 

12.12 

271 

14.47 

8 

35,  24 

1941 

208 

10.97 

245 

12,92 

10 

47.  39 

1942 

255 

14.09 

233 

12,88 

12 

47.05 

1943 

265 

15.12 

254 

14.49 

8 

30.01 

BIRTHS. 

8G5  births  have  been  registered  during  the  yeary  of  which  137 
were  male  and  128  female,  4 of  these  births  were  illegitimate,  2 male 
and  2 female,  The  birth  rate  is  15,12  per  1,000  persons  compared  with 
a birth  rate  of  16,5  for  the  whole  of  England  and  \i/ales.  There  were  11 
s'fcill  births,  of  which  3 were  mal.e  and  8 female,  registered  during  the 
year.  One  of  these  females  was  illegitimate.  This  gives  a still  birth 
rate^per  1,000  persons  of  0.62  compared  with  a still  birth  rate  of  0.51 
for  England  and  Yl/ales.  The  improved  birth  rate  of  last  year  has  been 
maintained  and  improved  upon, 

IliFANT  MORTALITY . 

There  were  8 deaths  amongst  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  compared 
with  12  in  last  year.  Pour  of  these  were  male  and  four  female,  all  were 
legitimate.  The  causes  of  death  were :prematur e birth  4,  congenital 
malformation  3,  whooping  o'" ugh  1,  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  30,01 
compared  with  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  49  for  England  and  V.ales, 

DEATHS . 

During  the  year  375  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district,  125 
of  these  deaths  were  persons  belonging  to  other  districts  and  v\^ere 
transferred  out  of  the  district;  20  deaths  also  occurred  amongst  persons 
outside  the  district,  belonging  to  the  district,  and  these  were 
transferred  back  into  this  district.  This  gives  a nett  total  of  254 
deaths  for  the  district;  112  of  these  were  male  and  142  female.  The 
crude  death  rate  is  14.49  per  1,000  persons,  compared  with  a death  rate 
of  12.1  for  England  and  Vitales, 

Places  of  Death. 

69  of  the  nett  total  of  254  deaths  occurred  in  public  institutions. 

Ages  of  Death. 

Of  the  nett  total  of  254  deaths,  three  were  persons  over  the  ago 
of  90  years,  145  of  persons  over  the  age  of  65  years  and  76  of  persons 
aged  between  45  and  55  years. 

Causes  of  Death, 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were;heart  disease  71,  cerebral  vascular 
disease  39,  cancer  36,  influenza  18,  nephritis  12,  pneumonia  6,  suicide  5. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  fr^m  puerperal  csuses  during  the  year.  This 
gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  0 per  1,000  (live  and  still  births;, 
compared  with  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1,84  for  England  and  Wales, 
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CAUSED  OL’  Dr^kTli  in  1945. 


The  Hegistrar  General's  list  of  causes  vjf  death  is  99 
stated  below: - 

Causes  of  Death. 


Typhoid  and  Para-Typhoid  Fevers 
Cerebro -Epinal  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  diseases 

Influenza 

Measles 

AcjPoliO'-iai^elit is  and  polio-encephalitis 
Ac ; Inf ‘.Encephalit  is 

Cancer  of  Buc:  Cav:  and  oesophagus  (m) 

uterus  (f) 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 


1 


1 3 

3 1 

1 

S TC 


4 

3 2 

3 

11  12 


Diabetes 

Int ra-cr anial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 


4 

12  2? 

33  38 

4 3 


Bronchit is 
Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stoiaach  or  duodenum 


2 2 

4 2 

2 
1 


Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 

Appendicitis 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Puerperal  and  postaUortion  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformation  and  birth  injuries 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


All  causes  112  142 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

rir.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  S.  DAVY,  M.B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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